How do I?
An occasional series
This week: The Gamification of DXing
and interfacing with N3FJP Software
Many amateur radio operators like to make contacts with countries beyond their own borders.
This aspect of our hobby is so popular that we have created our own vocabulary to describe
our accomplishments. A long-distance radio contact, typically involving contacting a fellow
ham located in another country, is called DX. We have a coveted award that is granted for
making verifiable two-way radio contacts with at least 100 other countries around the world.
That award is called the DX Century Club, or DXCC.
And, we have specialized PC software to help manage the pursuit of those far-away radio
contacts.
The American Radio Relay League (ARRL) https://www.arrl.org/dxcc has an entire page
devoted to the DXCC Award, including application forms for the award and its various
endorsements, the rules for claiming a QSO for credit for the award and assistance in finding
an ARRL DXCC card checker such as Glenn K3SWZ to get paper QSL cards verified.
You can also use Log Book of the World (LOTW) to store electronically verified QSOs and
apply for the award.
Logging software such as Amateur Contact Log from Scott Davis at Affirmatech
http://www.n3fjp.com/ can easily upload your contacts to LOTW.
But wait! The title of today’s article talks about Club Log. What is that?
Club Log https://clublog.org/ is an online community of amateur radio operators. It consists of
a web site and a Groups.io reflector.
Excerpt from the Club Log site:
Club Log has a Google groups reflector where you can ask questions, discuss DXCC information and
suggest ideas. Other help is available in the documentation. You can ask for help from the volunteer
team by using the helpdesk.

I cannot imagine needing help as the site is very straight forward and intuitive to use.
The basic operation is very simple. You log a successfully completed QSO in your logging
software, such as Amateur Contact Log,

Then click on the eLogs tab in the N3FJP Amateur Contact Log,

Click on the CLUB LOG selection. Enter your email address and the password you used to
register with Club Log, then click the upload button.

The log software can autofill the QSL Sent box with a check mark and put a B in the Sent
Conf By field. If you also uploaded to LOTW, there will be a L in the Sent Conf By field. If
you sent a paper QSL card, there will be C in the Sent Conf By field.
If you are looking for ARRL DXCC credit, DO NOT allow the N3FJP software to mark records
as QSL Sent when uploading to Club Log.
It is OK to allow LOTW uploads to mark the QSL as sent. You can either upload periodically
or in real time. It looks like I last uploaded about 6 months ago. Enthusiastic power users will
want to upload more often.
You can now visit your Club Log account. The initial page looks something like this:

There. You have successfully uploaded to Club Log. What happens now?

New users will want to click on the Log Matching tab.

The QSO information you uploaded is shown and If it matches a previously uploaded log, the
awards that QSO could be applied to will be shown in the Outcome column on the right.
In this example I have 8P6PE from Barbados in my log. The QSO was made 10/19/2020.
8P6PE uploaded his log to Club Log at some point, as did I. On 12/11/2021 both logs had
been uploaded and a match was made. We can use this QSO for credit towards DXCC, a 40
meter endorsement, a data endorsement or a 40M data endorsement. Pay attention to the
rules! Generally speaking, most awards will not allow this QSO to count more than once. If I
was looking for DXCC credit, I could use this QSO. If I had a DXCC award and was looking
for an endorsement for 100 entities worked on 40 meters, or 40 meter data or data regardless
of band, I could not.
My QSO with VE2GCE from Canada also has a match. This time it was on 20 meter Data.
Club Log has identified I have a previous QSO confirmed with Canada, so it is suggesting
that this QSO helps me only if I was looking for a 20 meter or 20 meter data endorsement.

The next most used function is probably Log Inspector. Simply fill in the appropriate search
fields as shown below, using your call and whatever date range you are looking for.

Here is a partial view of my search results. The entries shaded yellow with a red W were not
found in Club Log. The entries shaded green were found in Club Log and the C means they
are confirmed.

Let’s say I really wanted a QSL for the VA3KGB contact in Canada. At this point the user has
not uploaded to Club Log. If I do not have a LOTW confirmation in Amateur Contact Log, I
probably have to mail a paper QSL card and hope for a reply.

My personal favorite is the data I can glean using the DXCC timeline. One click and I can see
stats by year. For example, in 2021 It shows I worked 9 DXCC entities and made 531 QSOs.
88% of those QSOs were made on phone and 12% were made using data modes such as
PSK31, Olivia, Domino, FT8, etc. I probably have not yet uploaded a full year’s worth of 2021
data to Club Log. As a result, those numbers appear smaller than I expected to see.
2020 is probably more representative. 22 DXCC entities. 866 QSOs, 69% phone, 31% data

The QSL Charts tab is very cool. Again I simply used the preset options and clicked submit.

Again, green is confirmed and yellow is worked but not confirmed. VK2ZM is my only
Australia QSO, so if I want credit for Australia, at this point I need to send him a paper QSL.
The QSO shown below has been uploaded to Club log and matches, but G3UAS has never
uploaded to LOTW and I have never recorded a QSL card exchanged, so while it is a
matched contact, neither can use as credit for a DXCC award. If I cannot get a QSL from him,
and want it, I need to send a paper card.

To really stir up the competition, take a look at the Club Leagues tab. When you register with
Club Log you can enter a club with which you are affiliated. Until recently, my only club was
the American Radio Relay League (ARRL). This week a new ad hoc organization was
created - OLIVIA DIGITAL MODE DXers CLUB. This is a completely free, world wide
organization of amateurs interested in the Olivia Digital Mode. Olivia is a robust, HF keyboard
exchange conversational mode, like PSK31 but more tolerant of poor band conditions. The
group needed 10 members to be created in Club Log and 15 to show in the standings, so I
signed up. I was already a Club Log user, so all I had to do was log in, go to my profile and

add a club. The caveat is that you can only apply for one club at a time. So If I clicked “join”
for the ODMD club. I decided that if I wanted to also apply for the Frankford Radio Club
league, I would have to wait until my Olivia membership request was approved.

The above screen shows the Carolina DX Association has 53 members with a combined 316
unique DXCC entities. If I click on the club name, I can see the Top 10 members, the DXCC
entities each has by band, the total number of unique DXCC entities each has and the
number of years over which they have uploaded logs. The junior person in the Top 10 in this
club has 34 years!
If I keep scrolling down, the junior member, number 54, has 3 years of logs. Second from the
bottom as a multi-way tie at 11 years!
Editor’s Note: Don’t ask why the CDXA has a Member Number 54 when their Member Count is 53.

Club Name CARC is used by the Crawley Amateur Radio Club. This CARC Club League has
only 15 members (the minimum to be listed).

Editor’s Note: If our club, The Cumberland Amateur Radio Club, wanted to create a Club
League we would need to construct a different name. Perhaps we could be CARC-PA, or
CARC-2. We will cross that bridge when (or if) we come to it.

The Grid Square Map is a Beta product. To begin my search I accepted the Grid Square
Map presets as they were shown. Click Submit. The search output consists of a world map.
The grids with which you have a confirmed QSO are highlighted in green.
A section of my map is below. Grid Squares are fun!

Finally there are a variety of user tools to enhance your radio play time. There are lists of
wanted DXCC entities (some of these entities are only on the air every few decades), and
spots of DX entities on the air.

If you do not use a logging program such as the N3FJP products, you can upload your QSO
data to LOTW through the Club Log site.
You can also find propagation reporting tools which can help you determine if the wanted
DXCC entity you saw spotted is actually reachable from your QTH.

